
 

  

Venice Biennale Workshop 

Open Call 

MAD Murate Art District 

24-29 October 2026 

 

PROJECT SOTTOVOCE: The Venice Biennale, In Minor Keys 

Intensive contemporary art programme with senior artists Kirsten Stromberg, Regan Wheat and Melissa 

Morris 

 

Art. 1 – Subject and Purpose of the Open Call 

MAD Murate Art District, within the framework of the Sottovoce project, promotes an intensive study and 

in-depth experience dedicated to contemporary art, on the occasion of the Venice Biennale Arte 2026. 

The program, conducted by senior artists and educators engaged in contemporary art practice and training, 

is designed as an intensive series of lectures, meetings, discussions, and visits focused on the main themes 

and issues that characterize the contemporary art scene. 

Particular attention will be devoted to the Venice Biennale 2026 and its broader historical, social, cultural, 

and philosophical contexts. Within this international scenario of stimulating intellectual exchange, 

participants will be invited to reflect on the fundamental questions emerging from contemporary cultural 

debate, while engaging with the specific themes and issues addressed by the Biennale. 

The program will take place in Venice from October 24 to 29, 2026, directly at the Biennale venues and other 

exhibition spaces of interest throughout the city. 

 

Art. 2 – La Biennale di Venezia: In Minor Keys 

The program is conceived as an in situ study experience, centered on the Venice Biennale Arte 2026 and its 

curatorial project, titled In Minor Keys. The curatorial project was developed by Koyo Kouoh, who passed 

away unexpectedly during the research and preparation phase of the exhibition. In respect of her vision and 

work, the curatorial team has chosen to carry forward the project she initiated. Participants will therefore 

have the opportunity to explore and deepen their understanding of the vision proposed by Kouoh and her 

team through direct visits to the Biennale venues, as well as to a selection of collateral events and other 

significant art projects distributed throughout Venice. 



 

  

The program aims to foster an active and critical engagement with the exhibition, understood not only as an 

artistic event, but also as a space for reflection on contemporary cultural, social, and political issues. 

 

Art. 3 – Objectives 

Through this open call, MAD Murate Art District aims to pursue the following objectives: 

· support the artistic and intellectual development of emerging women artists; 

· foster access to an international context of study, research, and exchange; 

· facilitate direct connection with the contemporary art scene; 

· encourage critical reflection on contemporary artistic practices and cultural debates; 

· promote dialogue and exchange among artists, educators, and participants from diverse backgrounds; 

· support female artists who, despite their interest and potential, may lack the financial resources needed to 

independently access an international experience of this kind. 

 

Art. 4 – Program Activities 

The program will include: 

· lectures and presentations given by the senior artists; 

· meetings and discussions held in English; 

· guided and independent visits to the Venice Biennale; 

· visiting selected collateral exhibitions and art projects; 

· collective discussions and critical reflection sessions; 

· opportunities for dialogue and exchange between participants and invited artists. 

The program will be conducted in English. 

 

 

 



 

  

Art. 5 – Target Audience of the Open Call 

This open call is addressed to emerging women artists working or conducting research in the field of 

contemporary art. 

The selection is specifically aimed at female artists with limited financial resources who wish to deepen their 

artistic practice through an international experience of study, exchange, and immersion in the contemporary 

art scene. 

Two places are available. Selected participants will join a small international group. 

 

Art. 6 – General Eligibility Requirements 

Applicants must meet all of the following requirements: 

a) be emerging women artists; 

b) demonstrate an interest in research and/or artistic practice in the field of contemporary art; 

c) possess a fluent knowledge of the English language, sufficient to actively participate in lectures, 

discussions, visits, and other program activities; 

d) have limited financial resources. 

Applicants must submit the documentation required under Art. 9 no later than September 25, 2026, in order 

to prove eligibility. 

 

Art. 7 – Support Provided by the Open Call 

Selected participants will receive the following services and opportunities for participating in the program: 

· round-trip train ticket between Florence and Venice; 

· accommodation in Venice for the entire duration of the program; 

· admission ticket to the Venice Biennale; 

· some meals during the program; 

· participation in all scheduled lectures, meetings, discussions, and organized activities included in the 

program. 



 

  

The support provided is intended to enable female artists with limited financial resources to participate in 

the program without having to independently cover the main travel and accommodation costs. 

 

Art. 8 – Application Submission Procedure 

Applicants interested in participating in the Venice Biennale Workshop must submit their application by 

11:59 PM on September 25, 2026, under penalty of exclusion, following the instructions provided by MAD 

Murate Art District. 

The application must be submitted in English and must include all the documentation specified in Art. 9. 

Applications received after the deadline or missing the required documentation may not be considered. 

Art. 9 – Required Documentation 

The application must include the following documentation: 

· a motivation letter of 200–400 words, written in English, in which the applicant outlines her interest in the 

program, the reasons for applying, and how participation could contribute to her artistic research and 

practice; 

· an indication of her area of specialization and/or artistic research; 

· an indication of her level of English proficiency; 

· an updated curriculum vitae; 

· a valid ISEE document, proving the applicant's financial situation; 

· a portfolio consisting of 15–20 images and/or links to the applicant's website or other relevant online 

materials. 

Applicants are responsible for ensuring that all submitted documentation is complete, legible, and accessible. 

Artists may be asked to provide further information or clarifications if necessary for the selection process. 

 

Art. 10 – Selection Procedure and Evaluation 

Applications submitted by the deadline will be reviewed by the senior artists, who will evaluate the 

applications based on the submitted documentation and the objectives of this open call. 

In particular, the following will be taken into consideration: 



 

  

· the quality and consistency of the applicant's artistic practice and/or research; 

· the applicant's motivations and interest in the themes addressed by the program; 

· the potential contribution of the program to the development of the applicant's artistic research and 

practice; 

· the level of English language proficiency and the ability to actively participate in the program; 

· the applicant's financial situation, with particular attention to the objective of supporting female artists who 

would otherwise have limited access to an international experience of this kind. 

The names of the selected participants will be announced through the following communication channel: 

www.murateartdistrict.it 

Art. 11 – Formal Requirements 

Applications must comply with the following formal requirements: 

•   compliance with the application submission deadline;   

•   possession of the eligibility requirements set out in Art. 6;   

•   submission of all documentation required under Art. 9;   

•  submission of the application and documentation in English where specifically required;   

•  completeness and legibility of the submitted documentation.   

 

Failure to meet the formal requirements may result in exclusion from the selection process. 

 

Art. 12 – Acceptance and Participation 

Selected participants must confirm their acceptance within the deadline communicated by MAD Murate Art 

District. 

By accepting the place, participants commit to actively participating in the program from October 24 to 29, 

2026, including lectures, meetings, discussions, visits, and other scheduled activities. 

The place assigned to a selected participant cannot be transferred to another person. 

In the event that a selected participant is unable to take part in the program, she must promptly inform MAD 

Murate Art District, Fondazione MUS.E: info.mad@musefirenze.it 



 

  

Art. 13 – Processing of Personal Data 

Personal data provided by applicants within the framework of this open call will be processed exclusively for 

purposes related to the management of the selection procedure, the organization of the program, and 

compliance with legal obligations, in accordance with applicable legislation and Regulation (EU) 2016/679 

(GDPR). 

The data controller and detailed information regarding the processing of personal data will be specified in 

the official application documentation and privacy notice. 

By submitting their application, candidates declare that they have read the privacy notice regarding the 

processing of their personal data and consent to such processing where required by applicable law. 

 

Art. 14 – Publicity and Transparency 

This open call and all related documentation, as well as any updates or official announcements, may be 

published through the official communication channels of MAD Murate Art District and/or Fondazione 

MUS.E. 

The publication of the selection results through the official channels indicated in this open call shall constitute 

formal communication to the applicants. 

 

 


