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Monday 30 Dec
1:51pm / Beirut, Lebanon
Laura-Joy and Jasmine 
hug in front of a rainbow.
Sometimes I feel like a 
stranger in my country.
Sometimes I feel like a 
stranger in my body.

Monday, 6 Jan
3:04am / Beirut, Lebanon
I wanted to write but I 
don’t want to analyse or 
understand things.

7x7 → Transcultural Narratives from the Middle East and North Africa

7x7 Newspaper Final 1-7.indd   2 9/28/20   7:06 AM



1/7 → Myriam Boulos → Mondays → Beirut

7x7 Newspaper Final 1-7.indd   3 9/28/20   7:06 AM



7x7 → Transcultural Narratives from the Middle East and North Africa

7x7 Newspaper Final 1-7.indd   4 9/28/20   7:06 AM



Monday, 13 Jan 
1:03am / Beirut, Lebanon
The revolution is rising 
again.
Same feeling of big wave 
swallowing me.
Forgetting everything else.
Not responding to e-mails.
Not looking at myself in 
the mirror.
It is weird how the place of 
the body changes in time 
of crises. 

Monday 13 jan
8:07pm / Beirut, Lebanon
These days I randomly cry
At the bank.
At the supermarket.
In front of my laptop.
I look at a picture of my 
parents and I cry.
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Monday, 20 Jan
Beirut, Lebanon
Tonight in the tear gas I 
took all my pictures with 
eyes closed.
They say the moment of 
a picture is a black out.
I wonder if I don’t look at 
these emotions, 
will they disapear?

Monday, 27 jan
12:48 / Beirut, Lebanon
Feeling weak.
Also I feel like this phase 
is bringing out the best 
and the worst in us.
I like the animal in him.
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www.middleastnow.it

This is a collaborative photography 
project across the MENA region 
in which 7 photographers from 
7 different cities are brought 
together to provide a personal 
visual narrative of their city, 
offering an alternative narrative to 
the often negative or geopolitical 
representation of that city in  
the media.

Each photographer was assigned 
a specific day of the week for a 

period of time to portray their 
city from a local and personal 
point of view, and to replace the 
contested political images of 
their native cities.

This project aims to present a 
collective voice that connects 
throughout the Middle East 
and North Africa regardless 
of religious, social or political 
context. It brings together local 
visual voices to tell a story of their 

cities, culminating in an exhibit 
and newspaper publication.

7x7 Exhibition: 
8—31 October 2020 
MAD Murate Art District
Piazza delle Murate, Firenze


A project by Roï Saade
for Middle East Now Festival.
2019/2020—Printed in Italy.
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—SINA
SHIRI
—TUESDAYS
IN TEHRAN*

*Area (Metro): 2,235 km2 / Population (Metro): 16,000,378 (2018) / Country: Iran 
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First: Azadi Terminal
The terminal is a place 
where you witness the 
majority of Iranians 
migrate from the West 
of the country to the 
capital. At the terminal 
thousands of people 
migrate to Tehran on a 
daily basis.
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Second:
I also migrated to 
Tehran and currently 
live downtown of the 
capital. There are more 
working class folk on 
my street than any 
other place I’ve been 
to in the capital. When 
out for a walk,  
or grocery shopping, 
on my way to the gym 
beneath the trees 
you can see people in 
thought, in thought of 
leaving the country. 
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Third:
When someone has 
experienced and lived 
through migration it 
becomes easier for 
them to migrate again. 
In the meantime I go to 
my English classes and 
I don’t know till when I 
too will be in-between 
the trees amongst the 
people in my street.
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www.middleastnow.it

This is a collaborative photography 
project across the MENA region 
in which 7 photographers from 
7 different cities are brought 
together to provide a personal 
visual narrative of their city, 
offering an alternative narrative to 
the often negative or geopolitical 
representation of that city in  
the media.

Each photographer was assigned 
a specific day of the week for a 

period of time to portray their 
city from a local and personal 
point of view, and to replace the 
contested political images of 
their native cities.

This project aims to present a 
collective voice that connects 
throughout the Middle East 
and North Africa regardless 
of religious, social or political 
context. It brings together local 
visual voices to tell a story of their 

cities, culminating in an exhibit 
and newspaper publication.

7x7 Exhibition: 
8—31 October 2020 
MAD Murate Art District
Piazza delle Murate, Firenze


A project by Roï Saade
for Middle East Now Festival.
2019/2020—Printed in Italy.
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—ABDO
SHANAN
—WEDNEDAYS
IN ALGIERS*

*Area (Metro): 1,190 km2 / Population (Metro): 7,896,923 (2011) / Country: Algeria 
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10:55 I walk fast as if I 
was trying to avoid being 
noticed or remembered... 

11:20 Somewhere in me 
a memory that I can not 
gather. (song)

11:30 Here i am with my 
camera that refuses to 
work. All I could do is to 
shoot with my phone and 
listen to music.

11:43 She is working 
again, spent sometimes 
fixing it. After all it is the 
only camera I can trust.

12:00 She stopped 
again. she failed me...

12:20 Like a lost dog 
holding his missing poster
Just to be sure, to be 
sure everyone knew just 
how lost he was. (song)

14:00 A friend sends me 
a song ”it takes a lot to 
know a man”...
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14:10 I am not myself 
until it hurts.

14:40 If you'd never  
left these streets, you 
had me worried! so 
worried, that this would 
last, but now I'm learning, 
learning that this will 
pass. (song)

15:21 Still trying to find a 
reason, still trying to find 
a home , just some place 
to spread my things, a 
place from where I can 
run. (song)

15:38 You're speeding 
too fast, slow down
Slow down, you'd better 
slow down, slow down. 
(song)

16:30 It is almost rush 
hour....bring on your fight 
and gossip Algiers. 

17:05 I dont even know 
what I am doing here.

18:15 Full sidewalks. It 
seems to be a freak 
show where I feel to be 
the only freak.
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18:30 Relationship with 
city status: complicated.

20:05 My city shines 
with a yellow light , not 
from sun rays , but more 
from a light bulb in a 
lonely room.

20:30 Do you see me?

20:43 I prefer my city 
empty and quiet. 

21:15 I am not from here, 
neither from there.
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www.middleastnow.it

This is a collaborative photography 
project across the MENA region 
in which 7 photographers from 
7 different cities are brought 
together to provide a personal 
visual narrative of their city, 
offering an alternative narrative to 
the often negative or geopolitical 
representation of that city in  
the media.

Each photographer was assigned 
a specific day of the week for a 

period of time to portray their 
city from a local and personal 
point of view, and to replace the 
contested political images of 
their native cities.

This project aims to present a 
collective voice that connects 
throughout the Middle East 
and North Africa regardless 
of religious, social or political 
context. It brings together local 
visual voices to tell a story of their 

cities, culminating in an exhibit 
and newspaper publication.

7x7 Exhibition: 
8—31 October 2020 
MAD Murate Art District
Piazza delle Murate, Firenze


A project by Roï Saade
for Middle East Now Festival.
2019/2020—Printed in Italy.
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—AMIR 
HAZIM 
—THURSDAYS 
IN BAGHDAD*

*Area: 673 km2 / Population: 8,126,755 (2018) / Country: Iraq 
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The great city of 
Baghdad that poets and 
writers have sung along its 
long life span since it was 
built by Caliph Abu Jaafar 
Al-Mansour, Muhammad 
Mahdi Al-Jawahiri , al-
Mutanabbi, Nazik al-
Malaika and Badr Shakir al 
Sayyab, the painters, the 
musicians. 

Think of Baghdad and 
for most people what 
comes to mind is a city of 
damaged buildings and 
concrete checkpoints. 
but there is more I think I 
want to show things in my 
city not as it presented 
on the media, people think 
it’s a dead city , but it’s 
not, there is something so 
magical about it,  Baghdad 
has a history dating back 
to ancient Mesopotamia 
which tells you a lot of the 
beautiful architecture.

Long Walk To Freedom
It's never late in this day 
and age to speak your 
opinion. Nevertheless, to 
make a movement whether 
it's for you or for the people 
around you who speak your 
language of choices.

I have always believed 
in the power of mind, 
the power of ideas. I 
took photography as a 
responsibility to capture 
the truth and beauty of 
my surroundings whether 
it's good, bad, or ugly 
and during my quests, I 
stumbled upon people, 
and sites that will forever 
be part of my cherished 
memories.

I started my passion at 
a young age. I have always 
seen things as inside of 
a frame and everything 
worth to be photographed, 
and it is indeed traveling 
through times. However, 
my profession is not 
merely a hobby, it is a 
responsibility, as you may 
hear about Baghdad from 
the news and what this 
city had seen of wars and 
conflicts but it's still warm 
and beautiful to me with all 
the corruption,

I take it upon myself to 
tell the truth as suppose to 
filtering it "no pun intended".

While I was a student in 
The Academy Of Fine Arts, 
the first time I stepped in 
the college of fine arts I felt 
I belong there, my mind was 
set and determined to take 
my career seriously as my 
eyes were soaking in all the 
beauty of my amazing city 
"Baghdad". The beacon of 
art, history, and civilization. 
Therefore, I think it is only 
appropriate to show rather 
than tell the iconic and 
timeless sites of this regal 
city. So I take my camera 
and I go around places I 
have been to but every time 
I see something different 
something new to shoot 
things I never thought 
about, your feelings at the 
moment make you look at 
things differently. 

The October revolution 
some might say is long 
overdue considering that 
we lived through all the 
terror for more than fifteen 
years and counting. Yet, 
better late than never? 
It is here and that what 
matters. Millions of Iraqis 
from all ages and genders 
rose together to fight for 
what rightfully theirs, the 
city was lit up by their 
hopes and dreams but this 
is no happy ending story, 
those lights were forcefully 
dimmed. Baghdad has 
plenty of historical sights; 
but one, in particular, will be 
remembered the most and 
it is Al-Tahrir Square, it is 
the location where dreams 
were born and died.

It is the place where all 
religions chanted in the 
name of God. It is the spot 
where age was merely 
a number. It's the place 
where the only profession 
that matters is being a 
supporter and the only 
welcomed ethnicity is Iraqi. 
For many years i drove by 
Al-Tahrir it never occurred 
to me that one day I would 
be standing among my 
people shouting my rights 
and be killed for it. I never 
thought that standing 
among people peacefully 
shouting words will scar 
us for life, physically and 
spiritually. 

Nobody can foresee the 
future and i do not know 
what future holds for us ; 
it could be dark and cold 
or maybe there's indeed 
a light at the end of the 
tunnel . Either way, we are 
ready to face the unknown.

7X7 Project → Middle East Now Festival 
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The tanks of malice wander.
My wound
Is turned away like an abandoned horse
Scorched by an Arabian sun,
Chewed by worms.
Picasso paints another Guernica,
Painting Baghdad under the feet of boors.
Freedom is a lute
Strummed by a nameless dwarf.
Paintings in Baghdad’s museums
Are at the mercy of the wind.
The Assyrian smiling bull is frightened.
Forced to leave, he is confused and weeping.
In the museum’s corners and bends,
Sumerian harps
Played a sorrowful melody.

—Bushra al-Bustani
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www.middleastnow.it

This is a collaborative photography 
project across the MENA region 
in which 7 photographers from 
7 different cities are brought 
together to provide a personal 
visual narrative of their city, 
offering an alternative narrative to 
the often negative or geopolitical 
representation of that city in  
the media.

Each photographer was assigned 
a specific day of the week for a 

period of time to portray their 
city from a local and personal 
point of view, and to replace the 
contested political images of 
their native cities.

This project aims to present a 
collective voice that connects 
throughout the Middle East 
and North Africa regardless 
of religious, social or political 
context. It brings together local 
visual voices to tell a story of their 

cities, culminating in an exhibit 
and newspaper publication.

7x7 Exhibition: 
8—31 October 2020 
MAD Murate Art District
Piazza delle Murate, Firenze


A project by Roï Saade
for Middle East Now Festival.
2019/2020—Printed in Italy.
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—REEM
FALAKNAZ
—FRIDAYS
IN DUBAI*

*Area (Metropolis): 4,114 km2 / Population (Metropolis): 3,331,420 (2019) / Country: United Arab Emirates
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I am the stranger, 
unable to decipher my 
relationship to this city. 

Why are you going to 
a camel track? That’s 
banal.
Capture the South 
Asian community 
prostrated in Friday 
prayers.
My community’s 
market is on X street. 
I’ll come with you!

I went to all these 
places, promising 
everyone I met 
to maintain their 
anonymity. The 
majority preferred that. 

“Our dhow is here for 
the next two weeks, 
can I get the photos.” 
Murad Rashid, 70, a 
dhow engineer from 
Makran. I’ve met Murad 
in July 2019, when I was 
shooting a story, for a 
local newspaper, on the 
collapse of the Iranian 
rial, and on the June 
Gulf of Oman incident.

“Come in and see the 
owl. We also acquired 
an eagle!” invited Hafiz, 
from Pakistan, who 
embalms birds in a 
falconry shop in Nad 
Al Sheba. The owl 
and eagle were alive, 

available for purchase. 
I asked if I may visit 
again to see the 
embalming room and 
the process. 

“He’ll bite! He’s still 
young.”, the young boys 
warned when I asked if 
I may pet their months-
old falcon.

5/7 → Reem Falaknaz → Fridays → Dubai

7x7 Newspaper Final 1-7.indd   37 9/28/20   7:08 AM



On the camel race 
track, a plover bird 
knocked intently on my 
car window, flying away 
and then flying back to 
side mirror and knocking 
again. This act repeated 
itself a few times.

I realize that in this 
series, the faces and 
city’s features are 
abstracted. What 
memory is preserved? 
I don’t know how to 
answer that yet. All of 
the shoot days and their 
encounters were kind to 
me. I hope, on my walks, 
I was kind to them.
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This is a collaborative photography 
project across the MENA region 
in which 7 photographers from 
7 different cities are brought 
together to provide a personal 
visual narrative of their city, 
offering an alternative narrative to 
the often negative or geopolitical 
representation of that city in  
the media.

Each photographer was assigned 
a specific day of the week for a 

period of time to portray their 
city from a local and personal 
point of view, and to replace the 
contested political images of 
their native cities.

This project aims to present a 
collective voice that connects 
throughout the Middle East 
and North Africa regardless 
of religious, social or political 
context. It brings together local 
visual voices to tell a story of their 

cities, culminating in an exhibit 
and newspaper publication.

7x7 Exhibition: 
8—31 October 2020 
MAD Murate Art District
Piazza delle Murate, Firenze


A project by Roï Saade
for Middle East Now Festival.
2019/2020—Printed in Italy.
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—ERDEM
VAROL
—SATURDAYS
IN ISTANBUL*

*Area (Metro): 5,343.22 km2 / Population (Urban): 15,214,177 (2019) / Country: Turkey 
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Mistakes and Accidents
It is Saturday, I didn't 

have to get up early 
because I won’t go to 
work today. I hit the 
streets as I did not have 
anything to do as soon 
as I woke up. I have a 
small camera and a big 
flash in my hands.

I knew what I was 
going to shoot in the 
first few years I started 
photography. So it 
was clear what topics 
I would be working 
on. Hence, I was 
rarely encountering 
surprises. But after so 
many years of doing 

photography, I realized 
that what makes the 
act of photography 
most exciting for me 
is that I don't know 
what I am going to 
shoot. Streets are 
full of wonders, full of 
photographs and I'm 
Alice, wondering on the 

streets of Istanbul.
What did photography 

mean to me after all 
these years? Okay 
but what does a ferris 
wheel mean for a child?  
Fun, perhaps for a few 
minutes the feeling of 
adrenaline created by 
the swaying of the body
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against the gravity 
in the air. Joy, maybe 
freedom. But - I know 
from myself – the 
most, a tremendous 
experience that 
ordinary life can’t 
satisfy. What did the 
same ferris wheel mean 
to the park employee 

who makes money 
from it. Maybe it was 
fun at first but after all, 
after realizing that it is 
the same pile of metal 
that by pressing the 
same button rotates 
with the same rhythm. 
A gigantic machine 
that functions in its 

own routine time 
and time again. Task. 
Pressing that button. 
Being there at the 
same time every day. 
I wanted my approach 
to photography to 
always be like that 
child’s approach to the 
ferris wheel. I think it's 

happening.
I survive almost 

every day by walking 
and taking photos. 
My works are shaped 
by my acute desire 
to express myself 
and surrender to the 
emotions that come by 
encounters rather

6/7 → Erdem Varol → Saturdays → Istanbul
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than trying to define 
something. Therefore, 
I can say that my 
photographs are the 
absolute result of 
not only instantly 
compressed visual 
layers, but also my 
perception, my muscle 
memory, my errors and 

my accidents.
My biggest inspiration 

is Istanbul... It is a city 
with different stories at 
every corner. Even when 
I travel to other cities, 
I find myself taking 
photographs influenced 
by Istanbul. On the 
other hand, I think I am 

beginning to resemble 
the city I live in as years 
go by. Other than 
photography, I write 
and draw when I find 
the time. I used to make 
music and nowadays 
I am also producing 
videos. So everything 
that is happening 

around me influences 
not only my photos 
but also my life and my 
production in different 
mediums of expression.
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www.middleastnow.it

This is a collaborative photography 
project across the MENA region 
in which 7 photographers from 
7 different cities are brought 
together to provide a personal 
visual narrative of their city, 
offering an alternative narrative to 
the often negative or geopolitical 
representation of that city in  
the media.

Each photographer was assigned 
a specific day of the week for a 

period of time to portray their 
city from a local and personal 
point of view, and to replace the 
contested political images of 
their native cities.

This project aims to present a 
collective voice that connects 
throughout the Middle East 
and North Africa regardless 
of religious, social or political 
context. It brings together local 
visual voices to tell a story of their 

cities, culminating in an exhibit 
and newspaper publication.

7x7 Exhibition: 
8—31 October 2020 
MAD Murate Art District
Piazza delle Murate, Firenze


A project by Roï Saade
for Middle East Now Festival.
2019/2020—Printed in Italy.
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—MOUAD
ABILLAT
—SUNDAYS
IN MARRAKESH*

*Area: 230 km2 / Population: 928,850 (2014) / Country: Morocco

Seven by Seven
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Coming to Marrakesh and 
living here is challenging 
for me. It’s a big city and 
quite different from where 
I’ve lived before and a 
destination for artists 
from around the world. The 
contrast between social 
classes in Morocco makes 
me want to go out and shoot 
in popular places, as well 

7x7 → Transcultural Narratives from the Middle East and North Africa
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as the strong connection 
between the families living in 
the heart of Marrakesh. 
The coexistence between 
religions here creates a 
beautiful harmony.  
People are more free to be 
who they are, wear what 
they want without anyone 
interfering with their 
personal choices.

7/7 → Mouad Abillat → Sundays → Marrakesh
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And this makes art more 
accessible, you find all kinds 
of visual artists, street 
artists such as Jemaa 
el Fna square and this 
motivates me to go out and 
take photos. The weather 
in Marrakesh is quite 
interesting to shoot in.
If you go around Marrakech 

7x7 → Transcultural Narratives from the Middle East and North Africa
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there is quite a lot to 
observe. From palm trees 
to landscapes to villages, 
you can have a simple look 
at Morocco and see how 
people used to and still live. 
Their clothing style is quite 
basic, it’s simple and that 
interests me alot. Traditional 
floor tiles, the way they still 

7/7 → Mouad Abillat → Sundays → Marrakesh
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dry their clothes - all this 
gives me inspiration to work 
on these type of subjects 
and capture different forms 
of the Moroccan national 
identity. This results directly 
from the presence of 
many elements of people’s 
daily lives, the culture, the 
national symbols, television… 
People incorporate national 

7x7 → Transcultural Narratives from the Middle East and North Africa

7x7 Newspaper Final 1-7.indd   54 9/28/20   7:11 AM



identity into their own 
personal identities under 
various social influences, by 
adopting values and beliefs.
I admire the development 
of people's perspective to 
art and their acceptance of 
me and my camera. Their 
spontaneity adds more to 
my pictures.
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www.middleastnow.it

This is a collaborative photography 
project across the MENA region 
in which 7 photographers from 
7 different cities are brought 
together to provide a personal 
visual narrative of their city, 
offering an alternative narrative to 
the often negative or geopolitical 
representation of that city in  
the media.

Each photographer was assigned 
a specific day of the week for a 

period of time to portray their 
city from a local and personal 
point of view, and to replace the 
contested political images of 
their native cities.

This project aims to present a 
collective voice that connects 
throughout the Middle East 
and North Africa regardless 
of religious, social or political 
context. It brings together local 
visual voices to tell a story of their 

cities, culminating in an exhibit 
and newspaper publication.

7x7 Exhibition: 
8—31 October 2020 
MAD Murate Art District
Piazza delle Murate, Firenze


A project by Roï Saade
for Middle East Now Festival.
2019/2020—Printed in Italy.
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